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Introduction

The events recored in this book may, or may not, be actdalfillments of Bible prophecy. At
GKS GAYS 2F gNAGAYy3IA:Z AdQa (22 SINIe G2 (yz2e ¥

| 26 SOSNE SOSy AT Al Gdz2Nya 2dzi GKIFIG GKS&asS ¥FI1ao
prophecy that | think they are, you will see how major propheciegcbe fulfilled in your day
¢ in real timeg and nobody would even notice them.

oSO GKAAa aK2dzZ RYyQil adzNLINA &S dzad ! FGSNI FEf3x GK
upon the world like a thief in the night.

b2g> L 0S0 L (Y2aygIaeKk&AaA2dOMBIIKKY FTANRG GAYS
attempting to fit current events into Bible prophecy. So, before | begin, | want you to know why
this book is different.

CANBRG 2F FftftX LQY y20 aSuidAa otdoryoytd knduitiines ard WS & dz
SLI2OK&a 6KAOK GKS ClIUKSNI KIFa FTAESR o0é& | A& 26V

{ SO2YRX LQY y20 AYGNRRdzOAY3I | ySg gleé& G2 AydS
what reliable Bible prophecy scholagsuch as Chées Ryrie,J. Dwight Pentecosind John
Walvoordg have long said would happen, has actually happened.

CKANRIZ LQY y20 F2NOAy3a S@Syida Aydz2 GKS LINRBLKS
R2® LQY O2yFARSYyU( @2dz oAff claidyfhR evankslthéat agpeak | @S |
to have fulfilled then; to speak for themselves.

C2dzNIKZ LQY y20 OfFAYAYy3d (G2 (y26 6K2 GKS 1 yiaA
9dzNRB LISFY fSIFRSNE G(GKAAa R2SayQid YS! yrikisttisa (K
new leader is doing many of the things the Bible tells us the Antichrist will do. And, his

powerful, new office within the European Union may soon belong to the Antichrist.

l.j
S

b2g &2dzQNB LINRPOlFo6fe 62y RSNAY DalstoSHeBhowtter I 2 Ay 3
LINE LIKSOASa LINP@S GKIFG GKS . A0fS Aa GKS 22NR 2
world events thousands of years in advance. It was prophecy that overcame my doubts and

brought me to faith in Chst more than 30 years ago. &ywatching these prophecies continue

G2 0SS FdAf FAttSR G2RIF& KlIa OFdzAaSR YS G2 YINBST
power of His unseen hand. This has tremendously increased my faith in Jesus and helped

prepare me to be ready for His return.

My prayer is to share this experience with you.
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PART 1

Look among the nations! Observe!
Be astonished! Wonder!
Because | am doing something in your days
You would not believe if you were tofd.

God, between 650 B.C. and 330 B.C.

Chapter 1: Joe Prophecy and His Six Misconceptions

LF L KFER y2i NBOSAOGSR | LIK2yS OFff FTNRBY /2yai
courage to write this book. She called me at work and identified herself as an attorney from

Detroit, Michigan. Since | own an insocg agency, | often receive phone calls from attorneys.

So naturally | assumed she was calling about business.

G{2 6KIFIG R2 @2dz {y26 lo2dzi WIQGASNI {2fFylIKE ackK

The question shocked me. | had been investigating this new European Union leader and his
possible connection to Bible prophecy. | had also written about Javier Solana in some of the
weekly religion columns | write for several newspapers. After Constance asked the question, |
suddenly recognized her name.

G, 2dzONB y20 /2yailily ONB/ &ea&KE LK a1 &R®d2 NI

G, Sazé akKS | yrhedHBlded Bamgerd af thesPRaR kb
Needless to say, for a smédwn insurance agent her call came as quite a surprise. | had read
her bookt a No. 1 bestseller about the New Age movemenand still ugd it as a reference.
Her excellent research was credited by many for blowing the lid off the New Age movement
and exposing its existence to the world. But why was she calling me?

Constance said she was surfing the Internet when she ran across one efnagaper

columns. She had also been investigating Javier Solana and shared some of my concerns. Now |
1ySé L glayQid Fi2ySed L FAyltfte 1ySe azySz2ysS 2
same conclusions about current events in Europe, and thpseifically relating to Javier

Solana.

{2 AG 6l & /2yaidlyoSqQa OlFft GKFG 3 g8meyS O
LINPLIKSOASA 0SAYy3a FdzZf FAfE SR YIFe FTNARIKAISY a
fulfillment of these prophecieshould bring great encouragement. For one thing, we already

3
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know how it all ends. For another, it assures us that the Bible is the Word of God and that our
faith in Jesus has not been misplaced. But most importantly, it provides us with a way to reach
the lost, unbelieving people all around us. At a time when science and philosophy have
declared God dead, God is speaking to our skeptical world in a big afulfilling His ancient
prophecies.

This book is about events occurring in the Mediterranean Babpe that may indicate the

endtimes prophecies are soon to be fulfilled. One of these events occurred in Israel in 1992,

and its significance has been overlooked. Now another major event may have occurred in

Europe in 2000. And if these events are whalispect; prophetic signs given as warnings to

Israelcti KSYy GKS ! yGAOKNRAG Aa 2y KAa gl & |yR [/ KNA

Yet apocalyptic thinking of this kind is not easily accepted today. Right away, our mind goes to

the bearded man on the streetcarrn & A 3y LINR Of | A Wanjfinles a ¢ KS Sy F
people have predicted the end, and just as many times they've been wrong. This has left a
OAUGGSNI GFradsS Ay LIS2L) SQa Y2dzika ¢KSy AdG O2YSa

So, many Christians today have misconceptidowmuaprophecy. As a result, they have stopped

gl GOKAY3I F2NJ GKS aradya 2F / KNAadoQa NBOdzNy e | S
G0KSaS 0StASOSNE GKS !'1)2adtsS tSGISNI alARY a! yR
which you do wé to pay attention as to a lamp shinning in a dark place, until the day dawns

FYR GKS Y2NYyAy3 adGlFNIIFINRAaAaSa Ay @2dzNJ KSFENIag 6

If the early Christians were advised to pay attention to the prophecies, then we should, all the
Y2 NB @ ¢ Kibrn s sudiRaser todBy than it was then. And when He appears, it may be
on a day we least expect.

Misconception 1: Everyone Who Studies Prophecy is a Screwball

When | first started writing newspaper religion columns, | went to a frietite founder ofa
well-known ministryc for advice.

G2 KIF GSOSN) é2dz R2: aidle FgFre FTNRY LINRLKSOezé¢ K
2yS 2F WHIKSY®DPQE

G¢KSYZ¢ 2F O2dzNASE gl a I NBEFSNByde G2 Fff (K2
doomsayers, the kooks, th@eople with endtimes Web sites written with large red letters and
flames of fire.

But there is a problem with this kind of thinking. For one thing, Jesus gave tisrex]
prophecies, and then He commanded us to keep watching for their fulfilment @Lil8&36,
Matthew 24:4251).
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And someday these prophecies will actually begin to occur. And when they do, there will be
people who notice. And, according to Jesus, these people will be dismissed as screwballs, just
like Noah before the flood (Matthew 237-39).

The fact is, the Apostle Peter said that, in the last days, people would be turned off to Bible
LINRPLIKSO&éd IS alARI aYy2g GKAA FANBRG 2F FffxX
Y201 Ay3ds F2ftt26Ay 3 I Fi Shekid tkeDlolisedidHys comimi a = | Yy R
SOSNJ aAyOS G(GKS FFrGKSNBR TSttt FatSSLI Ittt O2y (A
Peter 3:34).

For there to be mockers, there first must be somebody to mock. And it appears to me that
Peter is sging that the ones who will be mocked in the last days are the ones who are reading
events in their time as possible fulfilments of prophecy.

t SESNNE ¢g2NRa | R2 eAYNNRO| BMEG RO $akefsaili 6 S vy 2
rise up from amag those who say they believe. Unfortunately, this is the way it is today. And it

Ad AY RANBOG 2Ll ardArAzy G2 GKS . A0fSo® ¢KS tal
walk in the council of the wicked, nor stand in the path of sinners, nor &itknS a4 S+ G 2F & O:
(Psalms 1:1).

So, | believe signs may have occurred in the Mediterranean and Europe that indicate the beast
of Revelation will soon be rising from the sea, but no one has noticed. This beast, of course, is
the Antichrist and his kggdom.

.dzd 6 AG F YAYydziS® . STF2NB e2dz GKAY]l LQY 2dzai
the Antichrist, you must realize this is not my intention. From the start, | want to make it clear: |

do not claim to know who the Antichrist is. Insteaady book is about recent events that may

indicate that the enetimes prophecies will be soon fulfilled. | believe these events could be

warning signs that the Antichrist is on his way.

aidaoO2z2yOS LI A 2syWrongtto Read @arrerit Evénirstd Prophecy

Christian history is filled with people who mistakenly interpreted events in their lifetime as
fulfillments of the endtimes Bible prophecies. In fact, many of the modern day Christian sects
actually started around interpretations of prophecy that failedcome true. The truth is, much

of the theology that now sets certain sects apart from the mainstream came about because of
their leaders' need to explain why their predictions failed.

Some modern scholars actually suggest that this is the reason therBstament book of
Revelation was written. They believe the Apostle John wrote Revelation to explain why Jesus
failed to return when expected by firsientury believers. They point to the words of the

Apostle Peterwhich seem to suggest he believed thedemould come during the lifetime of
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firstOSYy G dzZNE 60 St ASOSNE® |S &aFARI G¢KS SyR 2F | ff
judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer (1 Peter 4:7).

{22y FFGSNBINRaAZ d&iKS Sydkl cong. The iy of defugale@ &as ¢ | a
destroyed, the Jewish nation ceased to exist, and the Jewish people were scattered among the
nations. Jesus, however, didn't return.

Fromthetimeofthebl2 a1t Sa G2 GKS LINBaSyid RI &ditslIS2LX SQa
highs and lows. When times were difficult and uncertain, interest in prophecy was high. And in
good times, interest in prophecy was often low.

The rebirth of Israel in 1948 brought renewed interest in Bible prophecy in America. In 1970, a
book on pophecy actually made the New Yodrkmesbestseller list and was named the No. 1
aSttAy3a 0221 2F (KS TRA G Ré&dPlahetiEahheXhristiarf [ A Y R
g2NI R 2y 0SS I3FAyYy 3F2G NBI Reé T2 NJ /oseNdkes befpie, I 2
WSadza RARY QU &a4K2g dzL)o

as
)

All through Christian history, we find similar stories of failed prophetic predictions. Many of
GKSY IINB NI} 3IAO0d !'yR SIFOK (GAYS GKAaAa alu2NEB Aa
experience great disillusionmennhd confusion.

LGQa y2 62YRSNI 6SQFS | NNR O SiRsteadiof flamesif leWalg Ay / K N
the subject of Bible prophecy can spark suspicion and skepticism. Yet this is not the first time

YIye 2F D2RQA& LJS2 LI $ hdud s@dRpedivatehingifér sudrent eledtd thatdzR S |
could fulfill prophecy.

CKAA ¢l a GKS alryYyS FGdAGdzRS YIlye 2F LaN) SftQa a
ministry. Certainly this man was not the one the prophecies had foretold, they reaséfted.

FffX a2 Ylye 20KSNAR KIFR O2Y S-awnifedMessgh. Inbtver Of | A Y
words, Jesus came to Israel at a time when they least expected it.

Misconception 3: WhentlHappens, Our Christian Leaders Will Warn Us

As God has ordaga signs to be associated with the change of seasons, He also has ordained
ardya G2 o0S Faaz20AlrGdSR gAGK OSNIIFAY GAYS&A LINB
said to a group of religious leaders when they asked Him to show them a sign from helaven
FYyagSNBRE G2KSYy AlG A& S@OSyAy3aAr e2dz aleéesx WL ¢
Y2NYAYy3IS WeEKSNB gAftf oS | ad2NyY G2RFex F2N 0K
discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discernittfeay a 2F (GKS GAYSaKé ¢
3).
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Evidently, just as God has given us signs for the changing seasons, He has also provided us with
GdaiAdya 2 FNowduls, asiJesusSspoleeito these religious leaders He was thinking about
the many prophecies ithe Scriptures that referred to Him. In fact, the prophet Daniel actually
predicted the number of years that would pass until the coming of the Messiah (Daniel 9:25

26). Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem on that predetermined day.

One wonders how the@lout leadership of Israel could have missed these clear signs. Yet they
RAR® LG sFayQld GKIG GKS@ gSNByQi 61 GOKAYy3a F2N
kind ¢ something sensational. They asked Jesus to show them a sign from heaven whet, in f

He already was. He was fulfilling all the prophecies written about Him in the Old Testament
0ST2NBE GKSANI SeéSasx Ay NBIf GAYS® Ly 20GKSNJ 62N
for signs, but in the wrong places.

LiQa Yeé 7F3IeNJoSK K LieSyaA y 3 G2RF&@d hyOS +3AFAy 2d
2T (0 KSt piophétle #0éd signs warning about the return of Christ. And, once again, many
of our spiritual leaders may be looking in the wrong places.

Misconception 4: When ItHaILJISy 4> 2 SQf t 1 ff Yy2s

Have you ever started on a venture with a group of enthusiastic anarikded people, only to

be deserted by everyone before you finisihis describes the way | have come to feel about

my quest into Bible prophecy. In the 1970s0ak®80s, many Christians were very interested in

. A0fS LINPLIKSOed® C2NJ GKS Y2aid LI NI (TkdLate A y G SN
Great Planet EartHirst published in May 1970. Having survived the chaos and disillusionment

of the 1960smany in my generation began looking once again for something solid to believe in.

It was during this time of confusion that Hal Lindsey wrote his book. When | opened its cover, |
found a quotetaken from a documentary Lindgéad made. He said:

| beleve this generation is overlooking the most authentic voice of all, and

GKIFidQa GKS @2A0S 2F GKS | SONBg LINBLKSGAaDP ¢KSE
the end of history as we know it that there would be a precise pattern of

SPSy Ga Xthis woRld de arbund2i®e most important sign of athat

is the Jews returning to the land of Israel after thousands of years of being

dispersed.

When | read those words, Bible prophecy became more to me than just a casual imteitest
becamemy salvation. You see, without Bible prophecy | would not have accepted the Bible as
the Word of God. My logic was simple. If the prophecies in the Bible were true, then it was
probable that the rest of the Bible was true. And the more | looked into th&en the more |
became convinced that the prophecies in the Bible were true.
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Many in my generation came to the same conclusion. Books on prophecy began flooding

Christian bookstoreslhe Late Great Planet Earfas made into a movie, and we all began

o2 1 Ay3 F2NJ 0KS aLINBOAAS LI GGSNYy 2F S@SyGaé G2
[ AYRaAS2Qa 06221 LINBRAOGSRO®

But many years have passed since that time and, unfortunately, things have changed. Not many
people are watching anymore. Why not?

IbeligdS AGQa 0SOl dza S rsioddy 28 Y RIS SBINE YRAHFBRS | YR 0SC
GgKSY OSNIIAYy GKAy3Ia RARY QU KI LISy GKIFG KS al A
not attempting to predict the future; he was only suggesting possible fufwlfdlments that

seemed to make sense. For example, when the European Common Market failed to become

the foretold 10 kings of propheayr & 42 YS dzy RSNERG22R EkhaifRaSe Qa o2
people lost interest in the subjedtThe problem was that too nmy of us were focused on well

intended speculations and not on the Scriptures themselves. Then, whematib® alliance

actually appeared in Europe in 1995, no one noticed. (I will tell you more about this alliance

later in this book.)

But for whateverreason, people turned off to Bible prophecy. They comfotteemselves with
the idea thatwhenthese endtimes signs occurredhey would know it. Why waste time
watching?

But there is a problem with this reasoning. As | said, the Bible seems to intheatle final
events of history will actually occur at the very time when many have stopped watching.

WSTFSNNAY3I G2 (GKS aSO02yR O2YAy3a 2F /KNRaAGZ GKS
82dzZ F2NJ AG o/ KNRaldQa oskdsy@Nikgawag)icdmies figst2aind tie2 YS  dz
Yy 2F fFgfSaaySaa Aa NBGSIE SR GKS azy 2F RS

Some believe these sigmsincluding the apostasy and the revealing of the Antichrisire

only for Israel to see. They say thesemts will occur after the church has been raptured. Yet

KSNE GKS !'Ll2adtsS t || dz ¢ Itahyg @a$ wriging®oa hefwBhugein 6 St A S
Europe (made up mostly of former pagans). For Paul to have assured this church that Christ

would not reurn until after certain events, then he must have thought it was possible the

church may witness them in some wayat least their beginning.

Besides, the Apostle Paul said the apostasy (or a falling away from the true faith) would come

first. In other words, the apostasy would be on the scene before the Antichrist, not the other

gl & I NRdzyR® ¢KA& o0SAy3d GKS Ol aSs ¢gKeée aKz2dzZ R o
away from the faithg at least its beginning?

Actually, as | said in Misconception Ngpmany Christians being turned off to Bible prophecy
YIe 0S Iy AYRAOFGAZ2Y (GKIFG GKS aANBFHG FLI2adl ae
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flrad Rrea Y2O01SNAR gAff O02YS G6AGK OGKSANI Y2O01AY
that the erd-times apostasy has begun is when those who believe in prophecy are mocked. And
this is how it is today.

Some may argue that disinterest in Bible prophecy is not the same as falling away from the

faith. | agree. But, when the watchman is not watchings émemy will come. | believe this is

gKe WS&ddza 61 NYSRI A¢KSNBF2NB 6S 2y GKS IfSNIzZ
coming. But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night

the thief was coming, he would habeen on the alert and would not have allowed his house

to be broken into. For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour

GKSY @2dz R2 y20 0(GKAYM). 1S gArAftfté oalGiKSS HnYnH

Misconception 5: Studying Prophecy Does More Harm titaood
We all like a good mystery. Perhaps this helps explain my interest in prophecy. Scattered

between the pages of that old Book we find pieces of information about future events that
have been left there by the Holy Spirit.

But the purpose of prophecyii Y20 42 D2RQ&a LIS2L)X S OFy LINBRAOI
AONBYIAGKSY GKSANI FIAGKD® ¢2 1 A& RAAOALI S&a WSadz
O2YSa G2 LIaax GKIFG ¢6KSy AdG O2YSa G2 LI aas &2

Yet, as | said beforepmie believe that studying prophecy is a waste of time. They even think it
may be dangerous. These people point to the mistakes past Bible students have made when
they tried to link current events with Scriptures. In their opinion, when these students of
prophecy make a mistake, it does more harm than good.

So, in many evangelical circles today, the popular mood is that we need to spend more time
GAYYAYy3 GKS 230G GKIFy aLISOdzZ I dAy3a 2y LINRPLKSOA
prophecy; they justdel safer placing their attention on those things in Scripture where they

believe they have a clearer understanding.

l Qlidzl ttex L OFyQid FNBHdS ¢gAGK GKSANI £23A00 ! Fi
our charming presencéyut to go outand declare the gspel message of Jesus Christ
SOSNEGKSNE 6S Olyod ,SG KSNB Aa oKSNB . A0t S LIN
LINPLIKSO&Z L R2y QU 0StASGOGS L ¢g2dzZ R KIS SOSNJI |
Bible is not the W of God, then there is no good reastor anyone to believe in theogpel

of Jesus Christ.

Of course there are other reasons people have for believing the Bible is the Word of God. | have
reasons other than prophecy now myself. But my point is that gaek us prophecy for a
LJdzN1J2 AS® LG Aa | LRGSNFdzZ 2FFSYyardsS oSt LRYy Ay
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Many people today are like | once was. Their minds have unknowingly been taken captive by

GKS at NAYyOS 27F GKS tepedrSiNgrisdriied hetn8 gréeafvidlls 6f | Yy R (0K S
skepticism. Sometimes Bible prophecy is the only weapon that can breach those walls and set

them free.

C2NJ SEFYLX S LQY y2i lidZd t ATFASR (2 adlyR dzLJ (2
| can, howeve open my Bible to a passage of prophecy and point to its actual fulfillment in

reaktime history. In other words, if the Jewish prophets accurately predicted events thousands

of years before they occurred, then | can argue that their message about thengdMessiah

should also be considered.

arhaolo2yOSLIiA2y cY [/ KNRAGAFYa 22yQG .S |1 SNE

CKAA ONRARY3IA& dza (2 FYy2G3KSNJI O02YY2y YA&AO02y OSLIIA?Z2
believe Christians will be around to see the rise of Amgichrist. This is mainly because they
0StASPS GKS NI LIdzZNBE KIFa 2 200dz2NJ FANBRGS® ¢KS@
NEAGNIAYyAy3a STFFSOG 2F GKS OKdzZNOK KFa 0SSy NBY
aAdya ibedéetasee/ Qi

lf 0K2dzZAK AG YIFreé 0SS (NMHMzS GKFG ¢S 62y Qi 4SS (K
KSNBE (2 aSS KAa NBIA2YyIf LR6SNWP ¢KSasS adadzRSyi
set before the endimes actors can appear dhe scene. And the world stage will take some

time to be set. It is a common view that the tribulation periodthe final severyear period

GKIFG LINBOSRSA / K NiilheyiQ @her\tie (Antdhifst sig@s a SelcuNtli K

agreement with Israel.May' @8 & G dzRSy (i & R2Yy Qi foatfieAntichlistto sy y & A RS N
an agreement with Israej the Antichrist and his kingdom must, to some degree, already be in

place.

¢2 aSi 0(KS ¢ 2 Ni-theseveats IsrBeSmudt SrdTetiirk & a Bayl & course,

this already happened. Then, after Israel has appeared, 10 nations in the geographic area of the
old Roman Empire must unite in some kind of confederacy. After these nations have united, the
Antichrist will come up from among them (Danie2Z}. He will rise to rule over a revived form

of the Roman Empire through deceit and false programs of peace. All these political events will
take time to happen. And after these events have all happened, then the Antichrist will go and
make his seveyearagreement with Israel (Daniel 9:27). In time, his kingdom will become

global.

Ly 20KSNJ g2NRaz GKSNBQa y2 3I22R NBlFazy G2 (KA
2T UKS NRAS 2F (GKS ! YyIAOKNRAG I yhokkKMdithel Ay IR2Y
Bible points to the Mediterranean region.
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It is commonly believed that the Antichrist will come froine Mediterranean area. Tim Lakfe,

a Bibleprophecy scholar and eauthor of the populateft Behindt SNA S& al ARX ahyS

frequently asked questions about the Antichrist concerns his nationality. Revelation 13:1
indicatesthatk S  WNX & S & dzindeadidgithe 8@ of fiekiphe adUBd theQ
aSRAGSNNI ySI yo¢

Jesus provided us with a few more details about the conditions thatdvsphwn the
Antichrist. He said:

And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth
dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves,
men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things whach coming

upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken (Luke 22625

So, the Antichrist will rise from the restless sea of people surrounding the Mediterranean. This
chaotic and stormy condition in Europe and the Mediterraneaaawill set the stage for the

rise of the Antichrist. He will suddenly break on the scene with his ingenious solutions. Through
deceit and false programs of peace, he will take power before the people who could stop him
notice (Daniel 8:25).

Andthis,bé AS@S Al 2N y2G3 A& GKS | OhGdzk £ LA OG dzNB
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Chapter 2: Eight Keys to Unlocking the Prophecies

Before | show you why | believe events are occurring that appear to be the fulfillment of end
times prophecies, | must first lay some groundwork. Even if you are already a student of
prophecy and have an understanding of the uibj please keep reading. Sometimes it helps to
see things from a different angle.

In my study of prophecy | have found several keys that have helped me in my understanding. |
will share some of them with you.

Key 1: Keep it Simple, Student

When we studyprophecy, we always come to the problem of interpretation. Who has it right?
After all, those biblical images of beasts with many heads, horns and other strange body parts
are difficult to understand.

The fact is, Bible prophecy is not easy. Withouttiglt tools some of those images can be

hard nuts to crack. Fortunately, with each one of those images, God has provided us with the
right tool. Sometimes God gives us the interpretation Himself in a nearby passage. Other times
He wants us to use the kewse have picked up along the way.

This brings us to our first problem. We try to make Bible prophecy even more complicated than

it is. Think about it. The Old Testament book of Daniel is where we find some of the most

amazing prophecies in Scripture. Yety 51 yYASt X 6S It a2 FqDarke | Tl @2
Ay GKS tA2yQa RSyo

My point is, God wants us to look at all those strange images He has given us just as a child
would look at the pictures on a Sunday School flargraph board. | believe oneason God

gave us so much prophecy in picture form was so we would look at these images like a child
and expect a simple meaning.

In Tim LaH & S Q AThéBednhingofthe ERd KS 1ljdz2(GS& 51 @AR [ ® [/ 22 LIS
Ly dSNLINB G (A 2 ysénge ofiScriptbing makds Somhibnisénse, seek no other sense,

but take every word at its primary, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context

Of S NI & AyRAOE (i6e 2TMKNENDG A1aP&péii2 dzy RSNER G YRAY 3
StURSY (i ¢

YS& HY !fglea Cc2ff29 tNRLKSO&Qa a?2

hdzNJ aSO2yR 1 S& (2 NBYSYOSNI AAY Andtiednordidg T2t € 26
star of Bible prophecy is Jesus. What do | mean by saying Jesus is our morning star?
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Picture yourself in a dankorld. Your only light is a bright star in the sky. As long as you keep
walking in the direction of the star, you know you are headed the right way. This is the way
Jesus helps us in our study of prophecy. He is both our guide and our goal.

The Apostle PeSNJ alF ARX a!yR a2 ¢S KIFIZS (KS LINRPLIKSGAO
well to pay attention as to a lamp shinning in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
A0GFNI FNRaAaSa Ay @2dz2NJ KSFENIaé¢d o6H t SGSNI mYmMbpo ®

This morning star Peter refers toJesus. We know this because of the last chapter of the book

2T wSOStFrGA2yd WSadza alAR (2 W2Kys>X aL>X WwWSadza:z
0KS OKdzZNOKSad L Y GKS N2 YR (KS 2FFALINAY3
22:16).

What does Jesus meariPour interpretations of Bible prophecy lead us away from a simple
faith in Jesus, or away from the Jesus in the Bible, we are going off course.

In other words, we need to let Jesus guide us through our study of prophecyhikght,
morning star.

Key 3: Focus on Israel

Here we have an important key to unlocking the images of Bible prophagmember to

focusonlisraelLy LINP LIKSO& > 2dzNJ 3S23INF LIKAOFE F20dza A
Jerusalemisthecent& ¥ (G KS 62NI R |I1'S alAR GKNRdAK 91 81
Fd GKS OSYGuSNI 2F GKS ylrGAz2yas gA0GK 1 yR& | NP dz

God chose to work through the nation of Israel to reveal Himself to the world. The Bible we
study, the promisesve rely on for our salvation, and the Messiah who fulfilled those promises
and purchased our salvation have all come through Israel.

John Walvoord, author of many books on Bible prophecy and former president of Dallas
Theological Seminary, also believhas hation of Israel is an important key to understanding
prophecy. In his bookhe Nations in ProphecWalvoord said:

The biblical point of view, therefore, is quite different from that of the worldjémeral to

whom Israel was an insignificant pdepFrom the standpointd®2 RQ& RAGAY S St SO
is instead the key, and through Israel God watuthll His purpose whether redemptive,

political, or eschatologicdl.

Sq Bible prophecy mainly deals with hard historical realities that haveotwith Israel, the
surrounding nations YR L&aNJ St Qa aSaail Ko

Key 4: Images in Prophecy Have an-Gaing Nature
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When you think about it, prophecy is just history. The only difference is, in Bible prophecy some
2T UKS KAAG2NR KlFayQd KILLWSYSR &Sio

This brirgs us to another important key: Images in prophecy have agadng nature. This is
because God sees the end from the beginning at the same time. For example, we find a great,
red, severheaded dragon mentioned in the book of Revelation, the last bookeBible. This
dragon represents the way God sees Satan and the subjects he controls. In Genesis, the first
book of the Bible, Satan is described as a serpent. Between the time of his first encounter with
humankind in Eden, to his final defeat at the retwf Christ, Satan will have grown into a great
red dragon with seven heads. So, keep in mind that the images in prophecy havegaimgn
nature.

Key 5: Knowing the Old Is a Key to the New

The Word of God must been taken as a whole. The prophecies Metve Sa G YSy i Ol y Qi
correctly understood apart from the Old Testament.

| have already mentioned the example of the great, red dragon we find in the book of
Revelation. To understand the meaning of this dragon, we have to go back to the book of
Geness where this dragon was just a little serpent.

Another example of how the Old Testament helps us interpret the New Testament prophecies
comes from our understanding of who the "Babylon" is in Revelation. According to Revelation,
Babylon will return to thevorld stage only to be destroyed in one hour with fire.

To understand who this Babylon of Revelation represents, it helps us to go back and read about
where ancient Babylon had its beginningt the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11. Here we read

that the naions were created when God confused the languages of the builders of the Tower of
Babel and scattered them across the earth.

So, the Babylon we find in the book of Revelation may have something to do with these nations
coming back together. | believeritay be the United Nations, and | will show you why later in
this book.

YSe ¢cY bSo0dzOKFRYySTTFNR& 5NBFY Aa ho

Sometimes one important key can open the way to many keys. A dream God gave to a pagan
king is one of those keys.

The king was NebuchgdS T T | N . dzi KS ¢l ayQi 2dzad ye 1Ay3d
the king of the vast Babylonian Empire.
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The dream came to the king when he had been thinking about the future. He saw a huge statue
shaped like a man. It had a head made of gold,eastrof silver, a belly of brass, legs of iron,

and feet and toes of iron and clay. As the king was watching, a stone struck the statue at its feet
and shattered it into dust. Then the stone grew to become a great mountain and filled all the
earth (DanieR:31-35).

This dream provides us with many important keys to unlocking the strange images in prophecy.
¢KS NBlFazy FT2N GKAA Aa GKFGd D2R | AYASET LINROA
dream. This is a great help to us when we try to iptet the other images that follow.

The statue represents the four major Gentile kingdoms, beginning with Babylon, that will

oppress the children of Israel before Christ comes the second time to establish His eternal

kingdom. Jesus referred to the periodo G A YS NBLINSASYUGSR o0& GKS adl
DSYGAf Sa¢ o0[dzl S HMYHNO® ¢KS aid2yS GKIFG RSaidNp
represents the Messiah and His coming kingdom to Israel.

2 KSy ¢S 221 Fd KAAG2NEI KSGQa yAREAT RNBI ¥2 K& &S |
¢CKNRdzZAK 51 yAStQa AYGSNIINBGFGA2YE D2R GSftfa bsS
statue represent successive kingdoms. Daniel tells the king that he is the head qf gold

representing the Babylonian Empire (D@r8). The silver arms and chest represent the less

powerful MedoPersian Empire that followed the Babylonian Empire. The belly of brass

represents the even more inferior Greek Empire. And the iron legs represent the Roman

Empire.

LiQa O2VYY 2 ifat the feetDiranSulSIRy will be a revival of the old Roman Empire
and that the toes will be a 0ation alliance that will rule over it. In Part 2 of this book, | will
show how this is currently happening with the nations coming together in the Earopnion.

¢KS AYLEZNIIYOS 2F YAy3 bSodzOKIRYySTT I NRa RNBIY
the images that follow. God not only gives us the correct interpretation of these prophecies,
but actual history can now be used to see how God fedfithem.

This is helpful because these images from Daniel show up again in Revelation. We can use the
image of the statue as an overlay to help us stay on the correct course when interpreting those
prophecies. For example, since we know that the statygesents real earthly empires and

their relationship to Israel, then we know that the coming kingdom of the Messiah will also be a
real kingdonx; the stone that becomes a mountain. So if our interpretation does not lead us to
£ AGSNY f NBproingddkirigdosh yo Iseadl, thBr2wie fiedte gone wrong

somewhere.

YSe 1Y [22]1 FtG ¢KAy3JIa CNRY D2RQa t 2]
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¢tKS 1Ay3aQa RNBFIY |faz2 NBE@SIHta (2 dza GKI GO D2
S FTAYR D2R Ay Tt A Ol Atnamerstand. This Rlls askthattGodReS | Y& K
concerned and involved with the politics in Babylon. This was because the politics in Babylon
KIFR 'y STFFSOG 2y D2RQa LXlIya F2NJ LaNI St o

R
S

For the same reason, God could well become involved in the politics of ay nattluding

America. In fact, | believe it would surprise us to know just how much God has been involved
GAUK 2dzNJ LIR2fAGAOCaAD ¢KS 2yfeé NBlIaz2y ¢S R2y Qi a
expect Him to do.

This brings us to another important&eY [ 221 4 (GKAy3a FTNRBRY D2RQa L
God sees things differently than we do. If you recall, in his dream the king saw a magnificent

statue of a man. While he was watching, a stone struck the statue at its feet, destroyed it, and

the stone became a huge mountain. God was revealing the future in a way this pagan king

could especially appreciate. He was showing him what would happen to his kingdom and the
kingdoms following his.

Yet, as | said, God sees things from a different angle Wedo. Later God gave the prophet
Daniel a dream about the same future. But God revealed it to His faithful servant in a different
way ¢ the way He saw things. Instead of showing Daniel a magnificent statue of a man to
represent the four Gentile kingdom&od showed Daniel four wild beasts rising from the sea.

The first beast Daniel saw was like a lion. This beast represented Babylon. The second
resembled a bear. It represented MedRersia. The third was like a leopard and represented
Greece. The fourtbeast was not compared to any animal. It was different from all the other
beastsc it had iron teeth and had ten horns. This beast represented Rome.

Some Bible students believe these four beasts Daniel saw rising from the sea represent

different kingdomghan those Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream. One reason is because later

when the fourth and last beast is destroyedaniel says of the other beasts thatl y
SEGSyaArzy 2F tAFS 61 a& INIYGISR GKSY F2NJ Fy | LI
students reason that if these beasts represented the previous empires of Babylon,-Fedta

YR DNBSOS: (GKSy Al ¢2dZ RyQi oS LRraarofsS F2N
these empires ceased to exist a long time ago.

But | believe this opinn fails to take into consideration the egoing nature of these images of

prophecy. In this passage where these beasts are granted an extension of life, they represent

GKS LIS2LX S K2 NBYIFAY FTNRY GK2aS DSyaGAtS {1Ay3
kingdom at the end of the tribulation period (Matthew 25:38).

There is another indication that the beasts Daniel saw represent the same four kingdoms from
bSo0dzOKIF RYSTTFNRa RNBFY® LG O02YSa FTNRY KAa RSa

16
Reommendation 666y Herbert L. Peterg.Copyrightrulfilled Prophecy, LL@Ww.fulfilledprophecy.com
Permissioris granted to copy and disbute this book but not to alter its contentHard copies may berdered
onlinethroughAmazam (www.amazon.cojor Barnes & Noblexww.barnesandnoble.coin




first [beast] was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. | kept looking until its wings were
plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a
KdzYly YAYR |fa2 ¢la IABSYy (2 AGéE oO65FyASt TYnNo

¢ 2 dzy RS N& (0 tatgrient5nle ylekdXd uSeithe &eys we have learned so far. This lion
5FyASt alg NARaAy3dI FTNRY (KS aSI NBieiNBowsayila bSo
we know this? Becausenoe, to teach this proud king a lesson in humility, God actually gave
Nebuwhadnezzar the mind of a beast for seven years.

When the seven years ended, the Bible tells us this king looked up and gave honor to God. After

KS Kdzvof SR KAYaStT o6& Oly2¢f SRIAYI D2RQA 420
Thisiswhen,frorD2 RQa LR Ay 27F @ikgSvasgiven ki dindlaf-afnbnyAnd S| A
this was the meaning of the first lidike beast Daniel saw rising from the sea.

Remember, God sees things differently than we do. We see our leaders and our governments
as thing of grandeur and beauty, but God considers them unreasoning and dangerous beasts
that need to be restrained.

Key 8: Follow the Road Signs

Perhaps one of the biggest mistakes we students of prophecy make is failing to recognize the
difference between detids and prophetic road signs. So my last key is: Follow the road signs.
Although God has given us many amazing details of the future in the Bible, we must learn to
recognize the difference between details and road signs. When we fail to follow the propheti

NREIFR airdyas AdQa Slaeée (G2 3ASG Kdzy3 dzLJ Ay GKS R

Prophetic road signs are events that were foretold in Scripture and are now documented in

history. But, too many times, we focus on events that are questionable. For example, many
stdzZRSyda 2F LINRPLIKSOe o0StAS@PS 2yS 2F GKS aArdlya :
frequency of earthquakes. For this reason, they are always drawing our attention to the latest

count.

| believe they may be right. Yet an increase in the frequencpitheuakes is debatable
0SOldzasS y2G Fff SELSNIa&a F3aINBS (kKId GkKS& KI @S
earthquakes as prophetic road signs.

Yet, the rebirth of the nation Israel in 1948 was a prophetic road sign. It was foretold by the
prophets aml is now documented in history.

¢tKAa R2SayQi YSIYy S@OSNER2yS K2 &aSSa | LINRLKSI
meaning. It simply means everybody will agree that the event occurred. And by carefully
following the prophetic road signs, we are mapt to stay on the right course.
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| consider the Schuman Declaration another major prophetic road sign in history. On May 9,
1950, French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman presented his proposal that led to the creation
of the European Coal and Steel Commityyt  considered by Europeans to be the first step in

the reunification of Europe. This date has now become a symbol of the EuropeandJikien

July Fourth is to Amerigaand is known as Europe Day.

Although not everybody may recognize or agree \iith prophetic implications, almost
SOSNEo2Ré NBFfAT S&a GKIG { OKdzyYlyQa 5SSOt Ny GAZY
nations of Europe that we are witnessirggay. The appearance of the EunoJanuary 1999,

GKS 9! Qa Sy f I NHiSMagy® HI/en m pl YR anstk@srigctemed iny Sg O
w2YS o0& G(GKS 9! Qa KSIFRA&A Ay WdzyS 2F unnn KlFa 02
nations of Europe are reuniting.

This revival of the Roman Empire was foretold by the prophets, and thereecognized day in
history when it begarg Europe Day.

Think about it. What good is a prophecy if the event that fulfilleid ot established in history?
CtKA& $2ddZd R y20G &SNS D2 R Q& oflthdad b Feyourcartdlh . A0t S
Bible prophecies have been fulfilled without being able to point to reliable historical events as
proof.

So remember, learn to recognize and follow the prophetic road signs before attempting to fill in
the details.

Chapter 2 Notes

1. Tim LaHayé&,he Beginimg of the Endfrom the dedication)
2. John F. Walvoordhe Nations in Prophe¢§rand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House,
1967) 52.
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Chapter 3: A Quick Look at Revelation

The Four Views

Now that we have a few simple keys to help us take some of thetanyout of Bible prophecy,
fStoa GFr1S + [dAO|l t221 Fd GKS 06221 2F wS@gStl

There are four basic views about how to interpret this difficult book. One is the spiritual view of
AYGSNLINBGIGA2Y ® t S2LX S K2 dzaS iKeally &I K2R R?2
believe the only purpose of Revelation is to teach fundamental spiritual truths that apply to the
church throughout history. For example, it teaches believers to overcome and remain faithful to
Christ in the midst of persecution.

Anotherview is the preterist view. According to this view, most of the prophecies of the book
of Revelation were fulfilled in the first century during the Jewish War and destruction of the
temple in A.D. 70. Therefore, they do not await future fulfillment.

Thethird is the historical view. People who hold to this interpretation believe the book of
Revelation deals with the history of the church, from the first century to modern times. In other
words, they believe the strange images and events described in Rewedae the experiences

of the church as she goes through history.

The fourth is the futurist view. This is the belief that the book of Revelation contains prophecies
GKFG oAttt 0SS FdA FAf SR Ay (KS SyRshodkdT8m & ¢ KA a
LaHaye, Clarence Larkin, H.L. Willmington, J. Dwight Pentecost, John Walvoord and Hal Lindsey

¢ interpret the book of Revelation. This is also my view.

Yet because we believe the book of Revelation contains propheci(?s about future evests, thi
R2SayQid YSIy ¢S R2y Qi NBO23IyAT S (GKS LI2aaroAfA
study of the keys, these images in Bible prophecy have agoorg nature. This being the case,

there is no reason some of these images found in Revelatidlkc®y Qi KIF @S KIF R YSI
D2RQa LIS2LX S AY RAFTFSNBYU LISNA2Ra 2F KAAG2NRO
GKS htR ¢SaidlYSyd LINRLKSOASE O2yOSNYyAy3a LaNIS

And a good New Testament example of this multiple applicatmnes from some words Jesus

once said to His close disciples. As they were leaving the temple in Jerusalem, His disciples
commented to Him about its beauty. At this time the Jewish temple was still under construction

by King Herod. Herod was known far anidevfor his marvelous stonework. Massive stones

were not only intricately cut to fit tightly in place, but they were also beveled to enhance their
beautycS @Sy (GKS F2dzyRIFIdA2y adz2ySa GKIFIG ¢2dzZ Ry Qi
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Here we have a prophecy that has already been fulfilled. Less than 40 years after Jesus made
this prediction, Romanaddiers surrounded and besieged Jerusalem. When the battle was
finally over, the destruction inflicted upon the city had been so complete that not one of

| SNBERQa 0 Sslwdsliekt ipdzf anodhér drytise templeaunt.

When Jesus made this predictidtis disciples wanted to know more. When they were alone
GAUK | AYYX (GKSe& al1SRx a¢Stf dza oKSy gAff (KSa
O2YAYy3a: FtYR (UKS SyR 2F GKS 3SKé¢ oalGiKSg wuny

Whether they knew it or not, they were asking Him two quess. Their first question was
regarding the destruction of the temple. Their second was regarding when Jesus would return
from heaven to set up His earthly kingdom. So Jesus responded in a way that would answer
both of these questions.

But this confrons us with a problem. How do we know which sign applies to which question?

C2NJ SEFYLX ST 6KSy WSadza &4FARZ Ga¢KSNBF2NBI 6KS
was spoken through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader unaidysta

GKSYy €S0 (GK2&aS 6K2 | NBE Ay WdzR46). Wad J8sBstalkihg 1 KS Y
here about an event that would indicate the imminent destruction of the temple in A.D. 70, or

His second coming?

Yet here is another beautiful example of hdve Bible interprets itself. In the book of Luke, we

find a parallel account of this incident. But here, the disciples only ask Jesus the first question.

So in Luke, Jesus provides us with the answer to only the first quastibe one regarding the
desNHzOG A2y 2F (GKS GSYLX S I A& RA&AOALI Sa 2yfte | :
be?! YR ¢KI G gAff 06S GKS aAdy gKSYy (KS&S (KAy3IaA
only question here is about the destruction of the temple.

Inanswertol KAa Y2NB ALISOATAO ljdzSadAaz2yxr WS&adza al ARZ
by armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand. Then let those who dweleéa flee to
the mountaing 6 [ dz-8). HMY H N

But in Matthew, where two questions were bgirasked, Jesus told them to flee to the

mountains when they saw the Abomination of Desolattomot when they saw Jerusalem
surrounded. In fact, Luke does not even mention something as important as the Abomination of
Desolation.

We can infer from these tvaccounts that the sign Jesus provided His disciples for the
destruction of the temple in A.D. 70 was when they saw Jerusalem surrounded by armies. And
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the sign He gave us that would precede His return to earth would be the appearance of the
Abomination & Desolation in the rebuilt temple.

Back to my main point. Here in Matthew we find an example of how the same prophecies in the
. A0tS Oly KI@S | YSIyAy3 F2NJ D2RQa LIS2LX S |
about events thatwilloccuk y GKS SyR GAYSad b2¢g SiQa GFH{1S

The Three Parts

The entire book of Revelatida a message Jesus wanted fgostle John to deliver to seven
churches that existed at that time in Asia Minor (Revelation 1:11, 22:16).

The message to the churches was given to the Apostle John by visions. He didn't just hear the
message; he also saw the message. It was broken up into threeqahgghings John had just

seen about Jesus, the things that are, and the things which shallgiace after the things that

FNBd® WSadza alFAR (2 W2KyS G2NARGS GKSNBF2NB (KS

FNE>X YR (KS (KAy3a ¢gKAOK akKlhtf dFr1S LXFOS |7

John had just seen Jesus standing in the reiddiseven golden lampstands. But this Jesus
RARY QU 221 GKS alryS la GKS 2yS W2Ky KFER flFAR

| saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching